
2025 YEAR IN REVIEW
2025 delivered heavy challenges, but real, hard-won progress for
California’s public lands. We celebrated new national monuments
and stopped major selloff threats, showing what’s possible when

people speak up for the places they love. 

And a look back on 50 years of protecting wild California

Calwild.org/50years
16M acres of wild CA & 1.5K miles of rivers

CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF PROTECTION:



Jim Eaton, Don Morrill, Bob Schneider, Phil Farrell, and Jeff Barnickol founded the California
Wilderness Coalition. Their goal: to disrupt the status quo and win lasting protections for
California’s natural landscapes. They wanted to bring together information, people, and
action to ensure California’s wild places remain wild. In the founding years, many volunteers
joined Jim and Wendy Cohen to drive remarkable results from their living room in Davis, with
many wins noted on the included timeline.

Building on their work and more by leaders like Paul Spitler, Mary Scoonover, Doug Linney,
Brian Huse and Steve McClary, as CalWild, we continue the fight amidst unprecedented
challenges. Since 2025, congressmembers have repeatedly pushed to sell off public lands,
while a wave of executive and secretarial actions have targeted our core nature protections.

Thanks to supporters like you, CalWild and our allies have helped slow these efforts and
build a groundswell of support for wild California. Read on to dig into 2025 accomplishments,
but also savor highlights from the past five decades. As Jim eloquently stated in 2001, while
we cannot take total credit for all the lands protected during our tenure, we have still had a
hand in most.

In deep gratitude,
Mark Green and the CalWild team
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“Although we cannot take total 
credit for those 12.1 million acres of Wilderness

designated in our 25 year history, we can boast that
we were part of every bit of legislation that passed.” 

 - Jim Eaton in 2001  

In January 1976, 

Timeline: Select key protections for wild California through CalWild history. W&SR=Wild and Scenic River
AW=Acres Wilderness
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2025 
By the

93+ Formal meetings with congressional offices
183 Percent by which CalWild grew our member base
500+ Calls made in key CA districts to stop selloffs
1.5K Miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers now protected since 1976
24.5K Messages CalWild supporters sent to defend California’s
public lands
225K Acres protected by the new Sáttítla Highlands National
Monument 
624K Acres of magnificent California desert landscapes
protected as Chuckwalla National Monument
1.7M Acres of California’s public lands across CA we advocated
to protect as part of Sen. Alex Padilla’s PUBLIC Lands Act
16M Sum of acres wild CA CalWild helped protect since 1976

Numbers:

CalWild mounted defense
Public lands sell-offs and agency firings
Threats to national monuments
Revocation of the BLM’s Public Lands Rule 
Elimination of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
Five commercial logging projects in inventoried roadless areas
Gold exploration in Conglomerate Mesa
Attempts to unsustainably mine water from the Mojave Desert
Efforts to shutter USFS research sites and offices
Damaging geothermal leases for Northeastern California 
Deregulation efforts (like gutting the Endangered Species Act etc.)
Provisions in the Fix Our Forests Act that would eliminate
environmental reviews and public participation opportunities

against:

Pg. 2



Monument that protects magnificent California desert landscapes
holding significant cultural importance to more than a dozen Tribal
Nations and world-class plant and wildlife habitat, and Sáttítla
Highlands National Monument on lands sacred to Tribes who led the
protection effort. CalWild was heavily involved in years-long efforts to
protect these unique places. Then came the challenges. 

On defense:  Not just thwarting public lands sell-offs, 
CalWild began to defend wild California against attempts to 
eliminate the Roadless Area Conservation Rule of 2001, the Bureau of
Land Management’s Conservation and Landscape Health Rule that
was approved in 2024 and more. None of these reversals has been
finalized yet, and CalWild and our allies will continue to fight to keep
the policies in place.
 

Mariana Maguire, Chair | Sarah Pedersen, Vice Chair | Kristin Roscoe, Secretary
Michele Barinsky, Treasurer | Jon Adams | Annissa Byrd | Matt Feman | Daniel
Gutmann | Erin Medlin | Daniel Rich| Rob Rokoff | Renee Roux

California voters passed Proposition 50 in 2025 to  change the House of
Representative districts for members serving between 2026 and 2030. With

millions of acres of federal public lands represented differently in these redrawn
districts,  we may have a unique opportunity to win new protections for lands and

waters that for decades have been represented by members of Congress
uninterested in protecting public lands. As CalWild’s last Wilderness inventory was in

2001, we have begun to evaluate public lands across the state for conservation
opportunities, including in these redrawn districts.

Lands ActPUBLIC 

InventoryWilderness
A new Wilderness survey underway

to remove Scott and Van Arsdale dams on the Eel River in Lake
County in the Mendocino National Forest, CalWild brought
together community interests, Tribes, NGOs, and others
affected to create a shared plan for the future of the upper Eel
watershed. Our work culminated in a vision statement
addressing restoration, fire resilience and recreation based on
input we received in multiple workshops and more than 100
one-on-one meetings with  interested communities. CalWild
will advocate for this community vision as a blueprint for future
funding priorities in the region. We thank 
the State Coastal Conservancy and 
Resources Legacy Fund for their support 
for this effort.

Before leaving the White House,
President Joe Biden designated
the Chuckwalla National 

2025 Recap

RiverEel 
CalWild completed the Community
Vision for the Upper Eel River
Watershed report. When the utility
company PG&E announced its intent

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla reintroduced his sweeping  public 
lands package, Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by 
Investing in California. The “PUBLIC Lands Act” would protect 
and restore over 1.7 million acres of California’s public lands across

 Northwest California, the Central Coast, and L.A. County. Senator Padilla’s bill
includes three separate House bills championed by Representatives Salud Carbajal,
Judy Chu, and Jared Huffman. CalWild inventoried in the field all areas in the three

House bills, built community support for them, helped champions draft the
measure and prepare for hearings and votes. While it has passed the House three

times, it has stalled in the Senate through no fault of California’s senators.

On Defense

Wilderness ActThe California
One of CalWild’s first major legislative victories was the California
Wilderness Act of 1984, which protected more than three million
acres of federally managed public lands across the state. This
landmark achievement capped more than a decade of work by
wildlands and river advocates throughout California.

A flawed Forest Service 1977 roadless lands review sparked legal
battles that halted development and built a groundswell of support
for wild California. Building on this momentum, we ultimately pushed
Congress to pass legislation protecting some areas as Wilderness
while opening others to potential use.

19
84

The Act protected wild landscapes from remote forests of Northern
California to areas near major Southern California cities, alpine terrain to
chaparral to desert mountains: 26 new Wilderness areas. 13 expanded,
including Wilderness protection for backcountry in Yosemite and
Sequoia–Kings Canyon National Parks. It also established the Mono
Basin National Scenic Area and added the Tuolumne River to the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System.

mission:
To protect, restore,

and encourage public
enjoyment of

California's wild
natural landscapes,

rivers and watersheds
on public lands.

Our 
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Starting with our supporting role in the passage of Senator Dianne Feinstein‘s California
Desert Protection Act, CalWild helped with the designation of more than 7.6 million
acres of California desert as Wilderness including the Chuckwalla Mountains, Nopah
Range, Owens Peak, and Surprise Canyon Wilderness areas. The bill also established
Death Valley and Joshua Tree National Parks and the Mojave National Preserve.

More recently, we helped drive President Obama’s designations of Mojave Trails, Sand 
to Snow, and Castle Mountains National Monuments, sought and obtained conservation
wins with the BLM’s historic Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan, and played 
an integral role in the passage of Senator Feinstein’s California Desert Protection and
Recreation Act in 2019.

Desert ProtectionsCalifornia 1
9

CalWild’s organizing earned us an invite to the room with President Biden as he
designated Chuckwalla National Monument, a landscape rich in both ecological,
cultural, and historical significance. Located in both the Sonoran and Mojave
Deserts, the monument offers not just stunning landscapes, rich biodiversity, and
unique geological features, but provides critical connectivity and habitat for species
such as the Agassiz’s desert tortoise and the desert pupfish. 

Chuckwalla also lies within the former Desert Training Center, where ~10% of those
who served in World War II trained between 1942 and 1944, and still contains
remnants of that time. It also protects roughly 40 miles of the historic Bradshaw
Trail, once used by Indigenous peoples and later by gold seekers, as well as portions
of the Eagle Mountain Railroad, built to support the nation’s WWII war effort. 
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Timeline: Permanent protections for wild California through CalWild history. 

50 YEARS
of Advocacy

20 years ago in October, the Northern
California Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness
Act became law and 273,000 acres of
federally managed roadless lands were
added to the Federal Wilderness
Preservation System. Snow Mountain, Yolla
Bolly-Middle Eel, Siskiyou, and Trinity Alps
Wilderness areas were expanded and the
Cache Creek, Cedar Roughs, Mount Lassic,
Elkhorn Ridge, Yuki, Sanhedrin, South Fork
Eel, King Range, and Rocks and Islands
Wilderness areas were established. 21 miles
of new Wild & Scenic River were also
established with the designation of Black
Butte River.

2
0
0
6

Coastal
Leave a legacy with a gift to

CalWild. You can gift via
Donor Advised Funds, 401K

disbursements, make a
planned gift, or learn more at:

Calwild.org/donate
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What’s
next?

W&SR=Wild and Scenic River, AW=Acres Wilderness
Pinnacles
National
Park Act
26.6K acres 

2013

  Read 35 years of Wilderness Records at
wildernessrecord.com
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Our
Mark Green, Executive Director
Linda Castro, Assistant Policy Director
Steve Evans, Wild Rivers Director
Julene Freitas, Office Manager
Ryan Henson, Senior Policy Director
Sara Husby, Program Consultant
André Sanchez, Community Engagement &
Conservation Policy Manager
Hilary Stamper, Director of Communications 
& Development

$10K+ Donors: Conservation Lands Foundation | Firedoll Foundation
Patagonia Foundation | The Pew Charitable Trusts | Resources
Legacy Fund | Rivian Foundation | State Coastal Conservancy 

Western Conservation Foundation | The Wilderness Society | Peak
Design Barbara & Mark Daugherty

Deborah & Bob Moskovitz

And all our members who support our work throughout California.

Team

Give today: Calwild.org/donate

A HUGE thank you to:

Our Board
Mariana Maguire, President

Sarah Pedersen, Vice President
Kristin Roscoe, Secretary

 Daniel Rich, Treasurer | Jon
Adams | Michele Barinsky

Annissa Byrd | Matt Freeman |
Daniel Gutmann | Erin Medlin |

Rob Rokoff | Renee Roux

https://app.everyaction.com/ContactsDetails.aspx?VanId=EIDCCE9636O
https://app.everyaction.com/ContactsDetails.aspx?VanId=EIDCCE9636O
https://app.everyaction.com/ContactsDetails.aspx?VanId=EIDCCE9636O
https://app.everyaction.com/ContactsDetails.aspx?VanId=EIDCCE9636O
https://app.everyaction.com/ContactsDetails.aspx?VanId=EIDCCE9636O
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