San Gabriel Mountains

Proposed NRA, Wilderness, WSRs

On October 10, 2014, President Barack Obama exercised his authority under the
Antiquities Act to establish the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument (SGMNA).
The SGMNA encompasses about 346,000 acres of federal public lands in the Angeles
National Forest. The Monument proclamation is a major milestone in the decade-long
campaign by CalWild and its allies to protect the most sensitive wild places and rivers in
the San Gabriel Mountains and to secure additional resources for the Forest Service to
better manage our public lands, protect natural resources, and improve visitor services.
This important campaign will continue to protect and improve management of the public
lands in the San Gabriel Mountains, which represent 70% of the open space in the parkpoor Los Angeles metropolitan region and provides 30% of the region’s drinking water.
Rep. Judy Chu has indicated that she intends to build on the Monument proclamation by
continuing her legislative effort to establish a larger San Gabriel National Recreation Area
that will not only include all the federal land in the mountains, but it will also encompass
public parks, open space, and recreation areas adjacent to the federal lands and along the
San Gabriel River and Rio Hondo in the urban area.
In addition, CalWild and its allies will continue working towards our goal of providing
wilderness and wild and scenic river protection for the most undeveloped wild places,
watersheds, and streams on the federal lands in the San Gabriel Mountains. Our current
proposal would protect 121,134 acres of wilderness and 52 miles of wild and scenic rivers,
including the upper forks of the San Gabriel River.
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Our comprehensive Monument-National Recreation Area-Wilderness/Wild Rivers campaign
will achieve these important objectives:
!

Protection of the area’s natural, historic, and cultural resources;

!

Rehabilitate and re-open all recreation areas throughout the forest for sustainable
recreation;

!

Establish new and improve new recreation areas, parking areas, restrooms and
educational kiosks, and new trails for communities located in park poor, income
poor areas underserved by recreational opportunities and access to the forest;

!

Implement a comprehensive multilingual signage system (including safety, way
finding, and interpretive signage) and relate signage infrastructure throughout the
proposed monument and urban access points;

!

Create a front line visitor reception program, welcoming and orienting visitors at all
key entry points of a proposed national monument and at all key recreation areas;

!

Develop a comprehensive education program (including health, community values at
stake, fire prevention and littering elements) to serve the needs of foothill
communities and adjacent residents and visitors;

!

Enhance engagement and support of volunteer programs, local nonprofit
organizations and community groups, which complete stewardship projects and
educational programs in the forest; and

!

Increase economic opportunities for urban and disadvantage youth, unemployed
people, and diverse businesses to work within the forest undertaking restoration
and trail maintenance, recreation outreach and planning, and public outreach and
education;

!

Distribute health and environmental justice benefits fairly considering
environmental and health factors that negatively or disproportionally affect
minority and low income populations in adjacent park-poor communities;

!

Develop partnerships with tribal governments which will enhance tribal capacity to
address environmental, health, and welfare concerns; and

!

Create a public advisory council representing a broad range of interests including
representatives of local health, conservation, and environmental justice
organizations as well as local tribal nations.

The ultimate goal will be the protection of the most sensitive wild places and rivers in the
San Gabriel Mountains that provide refuge for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife
and the source of much of the region’s clean drinking water, improved visitor services that
protect natural resources and provide a high quality outdoor experience for all visitors,
and improved connections between the adjacent urban communities and the public lands
in the San Gabriel Mountains as well as public open space, parks, and recreation areas
along the San Gabriel River and Rio Hondo downstream of the mountains.
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