Northern California Mountains and Rivers

Bonanza King
Proposed Wilderness Area

Description

Quick Facts

This strikingly rugged region is characterized by steep, mountainous
terrain, with elevations ranging from 2,500 feet along the Trinity
River to 7,000 feet along the Bonanza King Divide that commands
spectacular views of the surrounding countryside, including the
Trinity Alps Wilderness to the west and Mount Shasta to the
northeast.

Management Agency:
U.S. Forest Service,
Shasta-Trinity National Forests
Location:
Trinity County, CA;
2nd Congressional District

These steep slopes are cut by numerous small creeks and ravines, with
ancient forests, lakes, meadows, oak woodlands, and grasslands in
between. The area is noted for its exceptional botanical diversity due
to unusual geology and a large number of wet seeps and meadows.
These wet areas provide spectacular wildflower displays over a long
blooming season, while also providing habitat for many sensitive
plants and trees, including the rare and beautiful Port Orford cedar.

Watershed: The eastern side is in
the East Fork Trinity River
watershed, while the western side
is in the mainstem Trinity River
watershed.

As the name “Bonanza King” implies, the region was pored over by
prospectors in the Nineteenth Century. Like the nearby Trinity Alps
Wilderness, physical reminders of this mining boom are not hard to
find in the form of abandoned equipment and old, primitive
structures.

Recreational Uses: Fishing, hiking,
horseback riding, scenic vistas,
swimming, hunting, mining history.

Size: 13,302 acres

Ecological Values:
Old-growth forests, meadows,
wetlands, healthy streams, rare
plant communities.
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