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Campers, Hikers Pay Millions to Subsidize Disruptive Off-Road Vehicles

Tax study shows majority who enjoy non-motorized recreation subsidize minority

who use ATVs, dirt bikes

SACRAMENTO – California campers, fishermen, and hikers pay millions in taxes to promote -- and to clean up damage and law enforcement problems caused by -- a small minority who use dirt bikes, ATVs, and other off-road vehicles, according to the new Fuel Tax Study released December 20th by the California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division (OHMVR).

All California drivers pay state fuel taxes, and a portion, based on miles driven off of paved roads, goes to the California Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund to manage off-road recreation. This tax is collected from ordinary vehicles driving ordinary dirt roads for traditional outdoor recreation such as camping, fishing, hiking, biking, sightseeing, horseback riding, and hunting.

The Fuel Tax Study (http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/pages/1140/files/fuel%20tax%20survey%20report.pdf)

finds that the vast majority of California’s off-highway fuel usage comes from cars, trucks, and SUVs used by families and individuals going off-highway to camp, fish, and hike. The study finds that while 82.6% of off-highway fuel usage is generated by street legal vehicles, only 17.4% comes from ATVs and motorcycles. (This figure is in line with State Parks' most recent recreation survey (2002) which found only 16.7% of outdoor recreationists use ORVs.) Yet, more than two-thirds of current OHV Fuel Tax receipts are spent to promote ATV and motorcycle recreation on California’s public lands.

“Every time Californians drive on dirt roads to camp, fish, or hike we are paying fuel taxes to promote the same dirt bikes and ATVs that are trashing the land and ruining outdoor recreation for the rest of us,” said Brent Schoradt, deputy policy director of the California Wilderness Coalition. "It's only fair that ORV users start paying their own way to clean up problems caused by their machines."

Only about one-third of the OHV Fund is tapped for California’s OHV local assistance grants for law enforcement and restoration work, to protect land, water, and local communities from off-road vehicle damage and disruption. About two-thirds is spent promoting and managing ORV use, at State Vehicular Recreation Areas. None is spent on traditional, non-motorized off-highway recreation like camping.

Next year’s legislative session is critical to California’s OHV grants program. The OHV program expires January 1, 2008, and must be renewed in 2007. A growing coalition of conservationists, outdoor recreationists, and community residents is urging legislators to strengthen law enforcement, provide for restoration of ORV-damaged lands and waters, and create a lasting framework to protect California’s communities and environment from increasing ORV abuse.

"Everyone has the right to enjoy nature, but nobody has the right to spoil it for the rest of us” said Jim Metropulos, legislative representative of Sierra Club California. "California needs better management of ORVs to protect traditional outdoor recreation, restore damage caused by these machines, and help law enforcement get a handle on out-of-control dirt bikes and ATVs."
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